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LESLEY PARNESS presents 

BEYOND THE POTTED PALM: 
HOW VICTORIANS GAVE US 
HOUSEPLANTS
NOVEMBER 7 AT 7:30 PM  

The Victorian Era was also England’s Golden  
Age of Plant Exploration. It was a time when 
the public’s growing interest in natural history 
and their obsession with “collecting” came 

together around plants. The variety of house 
plants available for purchase burgeoned during Queen Victoria’s reign. Ever after, 
Brits and we Americans have been in love with them. Not only can house plants 
complement and enhance any room’s decor, but NASA studies confirm their  
ability to remove indoor air pollution. Learn about many of the plants that popu-
lated Victorian parlors, how to care for them and simple ways to bring a Victorian 
touch to plantscaping your home.

Garden historian and writer, Lesley Parness, has worked in public gardens in 
America and abroad for the past four decades. She is a popular speaker through-
out the mid-Atlantic region, offering illustrated lectures and hands-on workshops.

Lesley is a former Board Member of the New Jersey State Commission on  
Environmental Education and is a founding member and past President of Garden 
State Gardens, a non-profit consortium of New Jersey’s public gardens. She is a 
columnist for Gardener News Magazine.

THIS MONTH’S SPEAKER

 
UPCOMING EVENTS

 
Monday, November 7 at 7:30 pm 

Monthly Meeting 
The Woodland Parlor 

60 Woodland Road, Maplewood

 
Saturday, November 19 at 10 am 

Ornament-making Workshop 
DeHart Park Center 

120 Burnett Ave., Maplewood

 
Wednesday, Dec. 1 at 10 am 

Holiday Tree Decorating 
Maplewood Train Station

 
Saturday, Dec. 3 at 10 am 
Wreath-making Workshop 

Woodland Parlor 
60 Woodland Road, Maplewood

 
Saturday, Dec. 3 at 11 am 

Train Station Exterior Decorating 
Maplewood Train Station

ORNAMENT-MAKING WORKSHOP 
Bees and Peonies: Celebrating our Pollinators! 
SATURDAY, NOV. 19 from 10 AM - NOON

Come out on Saturday, November 19, to the Community Center at DeHart Park 
(120 Burnett Avenue) and help us make ornaments for the Holiday Tree at the  
Maplewood Train Station! This year we will be celebrating our buzzing, busy 
pollinators by crafting tissue paper peonies and pinecone bumble bees. We would 
love to have you join us!

~ Lisa Lackey



IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR where we reflect on what we are grateful for and say it out 

loud. Like you, I am grateful for my family, my friends, my home, and my health. I am also 

grateful for my garden and all the beauty, food, and wisdom it imparts to me.

I’M GRATEFUL FOR the cycle of seasons for plants and how one bed can continuously 

change and bring endless joy. In front of my house, in what once was grass between 

sidewalk and street, I have a flower garden. In that strip, first up in Spring are daffodils 

and grape hyacinth, bringing life and color to the drab days of winter. They are followed 

by zinnias, whose seeds gradually take over as the spring flowers die back. The zinnias 

create a three foot high color spectacular throughout the summer. A pleasure every time 

I go by them. The wonderful cycle continues, and by the time fall arrives, the grape hya-

cinth has already sprouted their thin, grassy leaves, under those dying zinnias, filling the 

bed with a low luster of textured green until the first frost. A visual pleasure year-round. 

I’M GRATEFUL FOR the garden’s surprises that have arisen, despite my involvement. 

This year, my compost scattering yielded cherry tomatoes at the front of my house, 

along my driveway. What a perfect spot. It never occurred to me to plant tomatoes there, 

but they loved it and so did I. Once the fruit ripened, I got to pick and eat a sweet bite of 

tomato every time I walked past. Thank you compost, for thinking outside the box and 

giving me a gift I never would have given myself.

I LOOK AT MY GARDEN and realize it is a metaphor for my growth and am grateful for 

what it teaches me. That plant I moved from this spot to that, for either more or less sun, 

is now thriving in its new location, so happy to be there. I acknowledge that yes, change 

is good: Not something to be afraid to experience. My garden urges me to try new 

things and get out of my comfort zone so I too can grow.

PLANTS AMAZE and surprise me with their gifts. I am grateful for all the pleasure  

plants bring me and how much richer my life is as their steward.

 
                  Lisa Lackey 

president@maplewoodgardenclub.org
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HELP WANTED: MGC PUBLICIST
After five years dedicated to getting the word out about our 
Club meetings and events, Andrea Curley has decided to 
pass on the PR baton. In Andrea’s capable hands MGC 
announcements appeared in every print and online news 
outlet in the vicinity, keeping the community up to date on 
our activities, and drawing many new faces to our gather-
ings. Thank you, Andrea for a job very well done!

With Andrea’s departure the Club is in need of a new 
Public Relations Chairperson, who, as PR Chair, would join 
the MGC Board of Directors. The position includes publi-
cizing monthly meetings, announcing greenhouse bench 
registration, and publicizing the plant sale both online and 
in print media, as well as monitoring the publicist’s MGC 
email account. As a Board member you would participate 
in five evening Board Meetings and three or four evening 
Plant Sale Committee meetings annually. Little to no writing 
is required (unless you choose to be creative), as copy for 
all events and activities and all news outlet contact infor-
mation is supplied. The distribution of information requires 
about 5 hours per month based on publicity requirements 
and publication deadlines. No experience is necessary, but 
ongoing access to a computer is required.

The position of Public Relations Chair requires a limited 
time commitment, offers an active role in MGC’s operations 
and participation in decision making at a Board level. If you 
are interested in supporting MGC as PR Chair please con-
tact Lisa Lackey at President@MaplewoodGardenClub.org.

MEMBERS KEEPING IN TOUCH
n  We send a belated condolence to the family of Pat 

Adams. Pat kept up her membership in the Garden 
Club even though she had moved to Colorado. She 
passed away in May at the age of 101. Hers was a life 
well lived!

n  Our condolences to Amy Mizrahi Zorn, whose father, 
Jack Mizrahi passed away on October 11 at the age  
of 90. He enjoyed a long and happy life, They had a 
wonderful service for him on October 14 where many 
loving memories were shared. 

n  Happy news is with us from John and Lainie Beaven. 
Their great nephew, Aubrey Kelley, has just achieved 
the highest score in high school golf in the entire USA.
He is a high school student in Montana. They say that 
they did visit the Frank Cabot garden in Canada and  
it was wonderful. 

n  We send best wishes and congratulations to Jen  
Lieberman and her family. Her daughter, Anna, married 
CJ Sieber on October 1.

~ Evie Bharucha

WREATH-MAKING 
WORKSHOP 
SATURDAY, DEC. 3 at  
10 AM - 1 PM

Join us as we make wreaths to 
decorate the Maplewood Train 
Station, Durand-Hedden House, 
and other public buildings in town. 
Make one for yourself, too! We 
will meet on Saturday, December 
3 at 10 am at The Woodland 
parlor, 60 Woodland Road. We 

supply all the materials. Bring clippers and gloves. Refresh-
ments will be served. 

~ Lisa Lackey

MAPLEWOOD TRAIN STATION  
EXTERIOR DECORATING 
SATURDAY, DEC. 3 at 1 PM

Let’s plan to meet out in front of the Maplewood Train  
Station to hang wreaths and swags on December 3 at  
1 pm. Be sure to bring your gloves and clippers.

 - Bill Kohlman

 Madeline Brown-Paris’ beautiful front landscape. 



NOVEMBER EXHIBITS
 
ARTISTIC DESIGN
Please read “Artistic Division Rules” on page 11 in the  
current yearbook, as well as the 2017 revised edition of the 
Handbook for Flower Shows.

Theme: Colors of the Rainbow - Red Orange

Challenge: Still Life Design, see Handbook, page 76

Intermediate: Creative Parallel Design, see Handbook, 
page 75

Novice: Traditional Mass Spherical Design, see Handbook, 
page 70-71

Open: Designer’s Choice (one entry per member)

HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITS 
Please read “Horticulture Division Rules” on page 12 in  
the current yearbook, as well as the 2017 revised edition of  
the Handbook for Flower Shows.

1.  Flowering, berried, fruited or coned branch  
(not to exceed 24")

2. Tricyrtis hirta (Japanese Toad Lily)

3.  Container grown flowering plant (container not to 
exceed 10" in diameter)

4.  Open (maximum 2 entries per member)

OCTOBER EXHIBIT RESULTS
 
ARTISTIC DESIGN
Theme: Orange

Challenge: Cascade Design 
  1st: Liz Demkin 
  2nd: Vicky Borrone

Intermediate: Creative Vertical Line Design 
  No Entries

Novice: Traditional Mass Symmetrical Triangle Design 
  1st: Sue Tully 
  2nd: Lissy Grey 
  3rd: Virgina Nordberg

Open: Designer’s Choice (one entry per member) 
  1st: Liz Demkin

HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITS
1. Polypodiopsida frond (Fern) 
  1st: Kathy Kohlman (Japanese Painted Fern) 
  2nd Tie: Vicki Borrone (Tarareum Fern)  
               Jane Brick (Polypodiopaida)

  3rd: Jane Brick (Polypodiopaida) 
  HM: Karen Donovan (Lady’s Mantle)

2.  Coleus 
  1st: David Nial (Shiny Shoes) 
  2nd Tie: Vicki Borrone (Coleus) 
                Kathy Kohlman (Shiny Shoes)

  3rd Tie: Karen Donovan (Coleus) 
    Bill Kohlman (Congo-Scarlet) 
    Kathy Kohlman (Watermelon Duckfort)

  HM: Jane Brick (Coleus)

3. Ornamental Grass  
  2nd: Virginia Nordberg

4.  Open: Dahlias (maximum of 2 entries per member) 
  1st Tie: Kathy Kohlman (Jorway Gypsy) 
   James Fancoeur (Various in a Vase)

  2nd Tie: Lissy Grey (Crème de Cassis) 
   David Nial (Matchstick)

  3rd Tie: Jane Brick (Burgundy) 
   Kathy Kohlman (Haley Jane) 
   David Nial (Frangipani)

  HM: Jane Brick (White)

~ REMINDER ~
The deadline for the December newsletter  

is November 14. 

Send your news items and photos to  
dianemcollins@yahoo.com



If you haven’t been to the Durand-Hedden Herb Garden, 
you are missing something special. This oasis is located 
behind the Durand-Hedden House, 523 Ridgewood Road, 
Maplewood (across from Delia Bolden School) The historic 
house is open one Sunday a month (with all kinds of won-
derful and educational programs) but the garden is open 

for your strolling and relaxing pleasure whenever the sun is 
shining. Many people just come to relax or read a book and 
enjoy its peaceful beauty. The garden was created by MGC 
and is maintained by a small crew led by Maria Mulkern and 
Anne Simms. Maria and Anne are always looking for help, 
so let them know if you want to join the crew.

These two gorgeous 
blooms were grown 
by Jane Brick.
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RAFFLE
Congrats to our October Raffle winners! Jen Lieberman, 
Joanna Douds, Jane Julich, Rona Kwestel and Nancy 
Schwartz were the lucky winners of one of our five prizes: 
three pairs of garden gloves, Visions in Gardening book, 
and a foldable garden seat.   

At every live meeting we have a raffle of fun items that I  
try to coordinate with the season or the speaker. If you 
have something new or like new (an unneeded gift or 
accidental purchase?) that you would like to donate to the 

raffle, you can bring it  
to a meeting or drop it 
on my front porch. 

Thanks for  
your help!

~  Karen Donovan  
(973) 762-5484

HOSPITALITY
The hospitality team would like to thank  
the people who donated snacks at the last  
meeting. All of the members really appre- 
ciate the snacks! We would like to know if  
anyone can help us out by picking up the  
Dunkin Donuts coffee for the December  
meeting. Maureen cannot do it in  
December, and I work until 6:30.  
Thank you!

~ Virginia and Maureen


