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April 2022

UPCOMING EVENTS
 

Saturday, March 26, 10am 
Durand-Heddan Herb Garden

523 Ridgewood Road

Monday, April 4, 7:30pm 
Monthly Meeting 

The Woodland  
60 Woodland Road, Maplewood  

or via Zoom

Thursday, April 28, 9am 
Plant Transfer 

From the greenhouse to the pool 
Meeting at the greenhouse

Thursday, April 28, 10:30am 
Plant Transfer 

Receiving plants at the pool 
187 Boyden Avenue

Saturday, April 30, 11am 
Plant Sale Basket Workshop 

Maplewood Pool Patio  
187 Boyden Avenue

Sunday, May 1, 10am 
Plant Sale Table Set-up 

Maplewood Pool  
187 Boyden Avenue

Monday - Wednesday, May 2 - 4  
Pre-Sale Staging  
Maplewood Pool  

187 Boyden Avenue

May 5 - 7 
MGC’s 2022 Plant Sale 

Maplewood Pool  
187 Boyden Avenue

ADRIANA COMPAGNONI  
presents 

WON’T YOU BEE MY  
NEIGHBOR?
APRIL 4 AT 7:30 PM  

Adriana became a beekeeper in 2012 with 

two hives and a lot of enthusiasm. Having  

over 20 years of academic experience  

in computer science, and being an avid  

gardener, she approaches beekeeping with a scientist’s  

eye and a gardener’s mind. Because of the susceptibility of bees to pesticides,  

the synergy between gardening and beekeeping leads to environmentally friendly  

gardening practices. In this talk, Adriana will share fun facts about bees that she 

learned in her years of beekeeping, some little-known facts about bees and  

beekeeping, and share recommendations on what suburban gardeners can do  

to help the bees.

Adriana Compagnoni has been a 

SOMA resident for over two decades. 

She now lives in South Orange with her 

husband and two children. Her bees 

forage in the South Mountain Reserva-

tion, stopping at their favorite flowers 

in the yards and trees of SOMA. From 

linden, poplar, Japanese bamboo, and a variety of wild and garden flowers, the 

bees collect nectar to produce delicious honey, which won the Best in Extracted 

Honey Division at the New Jersey Honey Show in 2020.

Using the surplus of honey and beeswax the bees produce, Adriana strives to 

offer top quality soaps, lip balm, and other cosmetic products, which have earned 

numerous awards at the New Jersey Honey Show over the years, including Best 

in Cosmetics Division four years in a row. www.southmountainbees.com

THIS MONTH’S SPEAKER



PRESIDENT’S LETTER

MGC MONTHLY MEETING VIA ZOOM 

APRIL 4, 7:30 PM

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88406801153?pwd=RnNDNWsrNVltQWluV1ZHZU82eEJMQT09

Meeting ID: 884 0680 1153 
Passcode: 546334

Just a reminder:  When you are stepping away from your device, please remember to click mute.

April 2022

HAPPY SPRING! The weather these days is inviting us back into our gardens and yards. I hope it is not a ploy to lull 

us into springtime dreams and then send one last nor’easter. Mother Nature can be fickle, but I confess that I am very 

ready to go outside and play in the soil.

I CAN HARDLY BELIEVE it has been two years since we first 

heard the words global pandemic. Through these 24 months, 

MGC shifted, adapted, modified, doing whatever was nec-

essary to keep our members both connected and safe. The 

Garden Club invites members to engage at whatever levels are 

personally comfortable. Our meeting space is large and open, 

and it is wonderful to see submissions for the horticulture 

exhibit again, though I seem to always miss the raffle. Our 

plant sale activities are in full swing, with potting up events 

and volunteer sign-up sheets (to volunteer, please check your 

newsletter for the link).

THE PHRASE ‘NEW NORMAL’ is well worn, but it does  

 describe how we have continued the main mission of the Club: education.  

                                                     Whether our meetings are virtual or in person, speakers and members freely share 

their varied gardening ideas and knowledge with each other and guests in attendance. If you miss a meeting, you also 

miss an opportunity to learn something (who knew that dog food could be composted?). If there is a topic that interests 

you, please reach out now, as planning is underway for our next program year. As optimistic gardeners, we are also 

planning our year-end activities: our award dinner location is secured and we are looking for members who might wish 

to show off their gardens as part of our Garden Walk.

AS YOU BEGIN TO PLAN and plant, please consider growing a little extra for our neighbors to supplement local  

pantries. No act of kindness is wasted. I look forward to seeing each of you in person, as we continue to, like our 

plants, adapt to our new and ever-changing conditions.

 
 
                                                                                     ~ Aleeda Crawley president@maplewoodgardenclub.org

Dendrobium Nobile - Spring Dream Apollon  

grown by Jess Gordon



MEMBERS KEEPING IN TOUCH
n  Congratulations to Anna Lieberman, Jen’s daughter. 

Anna is engaged to be married and the marriage will 
take place this summer. Best wishes to the entire  
Lieberman Family.

n  We hope that Lainie Beaven’s shoulder heals quickly in 
time for spring planting on her and John’s garden of so 
many acres. Lainie fell a few weeks ago on the ice and 
fractured her left clavicle. Lainie, we hope that you can 
help at the Garden Club sale. Good luck in healing.

n  The Garden Club is so sorry to say that long time mem-
ber Winnie Conley passed away on March 9th due to 
complications after a fall. Winnie lived in Maplewood for 
over 80 years and graduated from Columbia High. We 
send our sympathy to her children Pam and Ron and to 
her granddaughters, Justine and Vivian. The memorial 
will be in early April at Morrow Church.

~ Evie Bharucha

YOUTH GARDENING PROGRAM
Please join the Maplewood Garden Club Youth Program 
this spring in the MapleFood garden - we’ll be planting 
vegetable seeds and seedlings throughout the spring and 
summer for our participants to eat, and donate the rest 
to our local food pantries. If you would like to be involved, 
please reach out to Monika Hannemann at youthgarden@
maplewoodgardenclub.org for more information and date 
specifics. Thank you so much!

~  Monika Hannemann (917) 841-3439 

Plant sale operations are “full steam ahead” and all 
the pieces are coming together so that once again we 
can present our Grand Scale Plant Sale. Our annual 
plant sale is MGC’s only fundraiser and its profits allow 
us to support the many programs, gardens, activities, 
scholarships and community services the Club provides. 
This wouldn’t be possible without the hard work and 
dedication of our incredible members. So, hats off to 
you! Thank you for all you do, for your ongoing commit-
ment to our mission, and for your support of the huge 
effort that makes our annual sale a success!

As a reminder, the 2022 Plant Sale will continue the  
revised hours we initiated last year: Thursday and  
Friday, May 5 & 6, 8 am to 8 pm, and Saturday, 
May 7, 8 am to 4 pm. Plant Sale setup begins on 
Thursday, April 28 and continues until Wednesday eve-
ning, May 4. Since we are opening early on Thursday, 
volunteer advance shopping will be held on Wednesday 

at 4 pm and if you have volunteered with set up you  
get first dibs on plant choices! So, come one, come all 
to help with the Plant Sale! But please note that volun-
teering at the plant sale is open to MEMBERS ONLY ! 
Last year some friends of members very generously 
offered their time and effort to help, but only members 
are allowed to participate. Friends may help when they 
join the Club.

With COVID-19 restrictions being eased, at the time of 
this writing the wearing of masks is optional and based 
on your personal preference, informed by your personal  
level of risk. Hand sanitizer and face shields will be 
available for use at the sale site. Up-to-date CDC rec-
ommendations can be found at www.cdc.gov. 

Don’t hesitate to call me at (973) 886-4440 or email me 
at plantsale@maplewoodgardenclub.org.

~  Kathy Kohlman, Plant Sale Chair

MAY 5, 8AM - 8PM    MAY 6, 8AM - 8PM    MAY 7, 8AM - 4PM

2022 PLANT SALE
COME ONE, COME ALL TO HELP AT THE MAPLEWOOD GARDEN CLUB’S 



SPRING CLEANING?

Now’s a great time to rid your attic, basement, closets and 
garage of baskets that seem to accumulate. Drop them off 
inside the front porch of 19 Woodland Road, Maplewood, 
or leave them in a plastic garbage bag outside the quonset 
hut (hoop-roofed building behind town hall). Small-to- 
medium baskets are perfect for the “Mother’s Day” baskets  
we prepare for the plant sale. Thank you.

~ Liz Demkin

MEETING HOSPITALITY 
We still have pre-packaged snacks. We pur- 
chased Dunkin Donuts tasty coffee for the  
March meeting. You are welcome to bring  
snacks to the April meeting. Hopefully, we  
will be passing out a sign-up sheet for  
snacks at the April meeting. Thank you!

~ Virginia Nordberg and Maureen McNulty

 
DURAND-HEDDEN HOUSE  
HERB GARDEN
SATURDAY, MARCH 26 10 AM TO NOON

Come out to the Durand-Hedden herb garden for a short 
tidy up and sneak peek of what we will be growing in the  
garden this year! The herb garden is located at 523 Ridge-
wood Road, Maplewood. Please be aware there is limited 
parking! Help us make some choices for new herbs to 
grow! Happy gardening!

~  Anne Simms anne.simms@gmail.com 
Maria Mulkern mdefino1@hotmail.com

MGC SPRING TRIP TO LEONARD J. 
BUCK GARDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18 AT 11:00 AM

Escape with the Maplewood Garden Club to the Leonard  
J. Buck Garden, where native and exotic plants are 
displayed in a naturalistic garden setting. The wooded, 
rocky ravine is home to numerous wildflowers interspersed 
among flowering trees and shrubs. This venue is truly a 
place of great natural beauty!

Details are still being firmed up. The cost will be $10 per 
person, and tickets will be purchased in advance. We will 
be having an official guided tour, and will be greeted by 
Kathleen Podgalsky, who gave us all a lovely virtual pre-
sentation at our recent February Club meeting. Afterwards, 
we can eat our bagged lunches at picnic tables which will 
be designated for our private use.

For any of us who are still adventurous, down the road, 
less than a ten minute drive, is a beautiful park, known as 
NATIRAR. Lovely nature trails surround a small waterfall 
and stream, providing spectacular views. This additional 
leg of the trip is OPTIONAL, and there is no extra charge 
for those who are game.

We hope many of you can join us. For those who are inter-
ested, please contact Gary Bierman, MGC Chairperson of 
Trips and Tours.

~ Gary Bierman (917) 975-5255 Gbird101@aol.com

~ REMINDER ~
The deadline for the May newsletter is April 10. 

Send your news items and photos to  
dianemcollins@yahoo.com



BUY YOUR MGC APPAREL NOW!
Orders for MGC T-shirts and hats are being taken this 
month. These are available for Garden Club members only.    

We encourage members to wear MGC logo T-shirts, 
sweatshirts and hats at the MGC Plant Sale and other 
Garden Club events and workdays.

MGC T-shirts $15 each  
 MGC T-shirts are 100% cotton.

 Ladies  T-shirt sizes are S, M, L, XL, XXL  
 Mens   T-shirt sizes are S, M, L, XL, XXL

MGC Hats $16 
 One size fits all and are adjustable 

For more information or to place your orders, please  
contact Judy Cronin by phone (973) 763-5070 or by email 
judymcronin@gmail.com.  

~ Judy Cronin (973) 763-5070 judymcronin@gmail.com

GET YOUR GARDEN GLOVES EARLY!
Garden gloves are being offered to Club members for pur-
chase during the month of April. We have assorted colored 
nitrile gloves and green and yellow latex gloves. Both are 
machine washable/air dry and cost $6 each. Sizes are XS, 
S, M, L and XL.  

To order and arrange  
for porch pick up  
in Maplewood,  
contact Judy  
Cronin.  
Exact cash  
or checks  
only please. 

Note: These  
gloves will also be  
available for purchase  
during the plant sale.  

~  Judy Cronin  
(973) 763-5070  
judymcronin@gmail.com

 
RAFFLE 
Congrats to Jess Gordon, James Francoeur and Made-
line Brown-Paris who won Seed Starter Kits; to Maureen 
McNulty who won a Compostable Compost Bin; and to 
Terry Kohn who won a bag of Java’s Compost.

At every meeting we have a raffle of fun items that I try 
to coordinate with the season or the speaker. If you have 
something new or like new (an unneeded gift or accidental 
purchase?) that you would like to donate to the raffle, you 
can bring it to a meeting or drop it on my front porch. 

~  Karen Donovan (973) 762-5484



PLANT SALE
CANOPIES
We are in need of three canopies to protect the 
cashiers and fragile annuals from sunburn! If you can 
loan us one for two or three days, we would greatly 
appreciate it! Contact Bill Kohlman (973) 886-0681  
or wkohlman@gmail.com.

BOXES FOR CUSTOMER  
PURCHASES 
Grab as many boxes as you can (the shallow ones 
produce is delivered in - we need many HUNDREDS) 
when you’re doing your grocery shopping and bring 
them to the sale for our customers to carry their “loot.” 
Every year Liz Demkin (who has her own printing busi-
ness) brings us MANY loads of paper box tops for our 
customers (BIG thanks, Liz) but we still need MORE. 

PUBLICITY
We will have Plant Sale posters to display on public 
notice boards throughout the surrounding towns and 
need volunteers to post them in Maplewood, South 
Orange, Millburn and Summit. If you can help post 
the posters contact Bill Kohlman (973) 886-0681 or 
wkohlman@gmail.com.

CASHIERS & TALLYERS 
People willing to add up customer orders and take 
payment are needed. We will give you all the training 
you need. Training dates to come. Contact Judy  
Cronin (973) 763-5070 or judymcronin@gmail.com.

 

 THURSDAY, MAY 5  8AM - 8PM

 FRIDAY, MAY 6   8AM - 8PM

 SATURDAY, MAY 7   8AM - 4PM

HOW YOU CAN HELP AT THE MGC 2022

LAWN SIGNS 
You can display a Plant Sale lawn sign on your lawn 
from April 18 to May 6 to promote the sale. Signs 
will be available for pick-up at the April and May 
meetings, you can pick them up at the Kohlman’s, 
13 Lenox Place, Maplewood, or have one or more 
delivered to your home. Contact Bill Kohlman  
(973) 886-0681 or wkohlman@gmail.com. These 
signs are reused each year, so bring them to the  
June Awards Dinner or return them to the Kohlmans’ 
front porch after the sale.

SignUp GENIUS
We will be using SignUp Genius again this year, an 
online application, to register member volunteers for 
the various tasks needed to prepare and carry out 
the sale. The app is very easy to use. The link to our 
schedules will be included in MGC emails. Just click 
on the link and it will take you directly to our sign-up 
pages. Do not log into Sign-Up Genius online, as it 
will ask you for log-in and account information - this 
will not give you access to the MGC page. 

Each task is broken down into days and shifts. 
Choose the ones that suit you best. Some tasks are 
quite simple, and volunteers may wish to sign up  
for additional shifts or tasks, or join in on multiple 
days. We have tried to provide enough choices to 
accommodate everyone’s comfort level so we can  
all participate in this exciting and fun MGC event. 



HOW YOU CAN HELP AT THE MGC 2022

SET UP AND SALE HELP
Following is the list of tasks, days and shifts for your review. 
When you receive the MGC email link, please sign up as 
soon as possible so the Plant Sale Committee members 
know who to expect on each day. If you do not have email 
access, please contact Kathy Kohlman at (973) 886-4440 
and she will sign you up.

PLANT TRANSFER Thursday, April 28, 9 am - Noon  
Eight volunteers needed at the greenhouses to help transport plants from the Garden  
Behind the Greenhouse and the Greenhouses to the area in front of the upper  
greenhouse, and load plants onto the truck. 

PLANT TRANSFER Thursday, April 28, 10:30 am - 1 pm 
Eight volunteers needed at the pool to help offload plants from the truck and transport  
them to the area inside the pool fence.

MOTHER’S DAY BASKETS Saturday, April 30, 11 am - 2 pm
Six volunteers needed at the pool to make beautiful baskets for purchase at our sale.
 
PLANT TABLE SET UP Sunday, May 1, 10 am - Noon 
Eight volunteers needed at the pool to help set up the plant tables and cover them  
with plastic.

PRE-SALE STAGING Monday, May 2, Noon - 3 pm or 2 pm - 5 pm 
Eight volunteers needed at the pool to help place plants in appropriate locations, set out  
umbrella stands and fill with water, apply signs to stands, run hoses and various other plant  
sale set-up tasks. 

PRE-SALE STAGING Tuesday and Wednesday, May 3 and 4, 9 am - 1 pm or Noon - 5 pm 
Eight volunteers needed at the pool to continue pre-sale staging, help with flower and plant deliveries, pricing,  
set-up, watering, canopy and cashier station set-up, Mother’s Day basket set-up, shrub and tree set-up,  
final details. Lots of help needed! Volunteer shopping will take place around 4pm after all set-up is complete.

GREETERS Thursday, Friday and Saturday, May 5, 6, and 7 • Thursday & Friday: 7:45 am - Noon, 
Noon to 4 pm, or 4 pm - 8 pm • Saturday: 7:45 am - Noon or Noon to 4 pm
Two volunteers needed at the pool to greet customers, control crowd flow, explain layout and answer questions. 

PLANT SALE SUPPORT Thursday, Friday and Saturday, May 5, 6, and 7 • Thursday & Friday: 
7:45 am - Noon, Noon to 4 pm, or 4 pm - 8 pm • Saturday: 7:45 am - Noon or Noon to 4 pm
Eight volunteers needed at the pool to help customers, answer questions, water plants, consolidate plants and 
plant trays, general sale activities, and breakdown as the sale closes.

PLANT TRANSFER Saturday, 7, 4 pm - 5 pm
Six volunteers needed with cars to transport remaining plants to their after-sale location.



EXHIBITOR’S CORNER

It’s time to get a jump on summer and visit Zone 11  

in Key West, Florida where we will find Crystal  

Waters and Coral Reefs, pastels, and roosters. Key 

West is Florida’s southernmost point, lying roughly 90 

miles north of Cuba. Famed for its Palm-lined streets, 

where gingerbread mansions and pastel-hued tin-

roofed conch houses were home to Ernest Hemingway, 

Tennessee Williams, Elizabeth Bishop, Robert Frost  

and Jimmy Buffett - a few of the famous people who 

discovered solace and inspiration in the island city. 

~  Kathy Kohlman

APRIL DESIGN EXHIBITS 

ARTISTIC DESIGN
Please read “Artistic Division Rules” on page 11 in the  
current yearbook, as well as the 2017 revised edition of 
the Handbook for Flower Shows.

Theme: Key West, Florida: Crystal Waters and  
Coral Reefs

Challenge: Underwater Design, see Handbook, page 79.

Intermediate: Creative Transparency Design,  
see Handbook, page 77.

Novice: Traditional Mass Design, see Handbook,  
pages 70-71.

Open: Designer’s Choice (one entry per member)

HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITS 
Please read “Horticulture Division Rules” on page 12 in the 
current yearbook, as well as the 2017 revised edition of the  
Handbook for Flower Shows.

1.  Narcissus Collection (Daffodil) 

2. Helleborus (Lenten Rose)

3. Flowering branch (not to exceed 24" in length)

4.  Open (maximum of 2 entries per member)

Underwater Design sample

Traditional Mass Design sample

Creative Transparency Design sample



MARCH PHOTO GALLERYMARCH EXHIBIT RESULTS
 
ARTISTIC DESIGN
Theme: St. Patrick’s Day

Challenge: Cascade Design 

 2nd: Vicky Borrone

Intermediate: Creative Horizontal Line Design 

 No Entries

Novice: Traditional mass Symmetrical Triangle Design 
 1st: Sue Tully

HORTICULTURE
1. Forced Forsythia Branch 
 1st: Virginia Nordberg 
 2nd: Vicky Borrone

2.  Bromeliad 

 No Entries

3. Iridaceae (Crocus)  
 1st: Virginia Nordberg

3.  Open (maximum of 2 entries per member)

 Small Flowering Potted Plants 
  1st: Madeline Brown-Paris 
  2nd: Roz Kendellen 

 Succulents 
  1st: Tie - Karen Donovan and Liz Demkin 
  2nd: Liz Demkin 
  3rd: Karen Donovan

 Orchids 
  1st: David Nial 
  2nd: Jess Gordon

 Large Flowering Potted Plant 
  1st: David Nial

Vicky Borrone’s Cascade Design

Roz Kendellen’s Snowdrops

Succulent Collection from  Karen Donovan



David Nial’s Clivia Minata

Succulent Collection from  
Liz Demkin

Orchid grown by David Nial

march  Photo  gallery

Madeline Brown-Paris’  
Christmas Cactus

Sue Tully’s Traditional Mass Design



2022 MGC MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
Dear Members,

It is that time of the year again when we renew our memberships with the Maplewood Garden Club. It is important that we 
get all our renewals completed by April 30th when our membership roster is due to the greater New Jersey Garden Club who 
provides us our insurance policy to which the member roster is critical. So please get your renewals in on time so we can 
include you on our roster with NJGC. Any new members who joined after December 1, 2021 are considered already paid for 
2022 and do not need to pay again.

Thank you, 
Christina Ainge 
MGC Membership Chair 

INDIVIDUAL: $20.00             FAMILY: $30.00
Please make check payable to Maplewood Garden Club, and mail along with this form by April 15th to:

Maplewood Garden Club, c/o Christina Ainge, P.O. Box 188, Maplewood, NJ 07040

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________   
(please print)

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________  
(please print)

Phone #: _____________________________  Amount enclosed: ____________________  
(please print)

Note: Email is our preferred method of communication and for those members who give  
consent email addresses will be printed in the yearbook. Please print clearly. 

Email:  ______________________________________________________________________  
(All email addresses are used for Garden Club business only)

Please check boxes:

o  I give MGC permission to also include my email address in the Club’s yearbook.

o  I want to “Go Green”, please email me my Maplewood Garden Club Newsletters.

All email addresses are for the use of the Garden Club business and correspondence only.

INTERESTS

o  Annual Plant Sale

o  Durand-Hedden Herb Garden

o  Monthly Meeting Exhibits

o  Plant Propagation

o  Wreath Making

o  Horticultural Therapy

o  Community Projects

o  Workshops

o  Nursery Garden

o  Rail Road Station Decorating

o  Youth Garden

o  Green Day

If your circumstances have changed and you wish to resign your membership, please let us know by  
sending a note in the enclosed envelope, so that follow-up calls to you won’t be necessary.



Maplewood Garden Club
PO Box 121
Maplewood, NJ 07040

maplewoodgardenclub.org                        Maplewood Garden Club
Virginia Nordberg’s Crocus

Jess Gordon’s Orchid

march  Photo  gallery

Forced Forsythia Branch

from Vicky Borrone  

and Virginia Nordberg


