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March 2022

UPCOMING EVENTS
 

Beginning Saturday, March 5 
Potting-up Parties 

Upper Greenhouse behind  
Town Hall 

Monday, March 7 at 7:30 pm 
Monthly Meeting 

The Woodland  
60 Woodland Road, Maplewood  

or via Zoom

Order MGC Apparel 
ASAP for upcoming events

JAVA’S COMPOST presents 

TURNING KITCHEN TRASH  
INTO GARDEN TREASURE
MARCH 7 AT 7:30 PM  

There are so many reasons that you should  

compost, and probably just as many excuses why  

you do not. Composting turns what might become  

landfill into a supercharged, nutrient-rich soil additive.

Have you tried composting unsuccessfully, think you don’t have time, or space, or 

don’t want to attract critters? Java’s Compost will explain why composting is the 

ultimate in recycling, share tips to help you avoid the pitfalls of composting and 

answer questions to help you master the art of composting.

Java’s Compost is the 

brainchild of West  

Orange residents Java & 

Michelle Bradley. 

Having successfully 

managed the  

composting bins at  

a Newark charter  

school, Java convinced 

Michelle to try com-

posting, and once she 

saw all of the benefits—

enriched soil, healthier plants, less landfill, they made it their mission 

to inspire others to make composting part of their gardens. Java’s Compost 

partners with urban farmers growing fresh local produce on vacant lots in Newark, 

sharing the bounty even more. www.javascompost.com

THIS MONTH’S SPEAKER

~ REMINDER ~
The deadline for the April 
newsletter is March 10. 

Send your news items and photos 
to dianemcollins@yahoo.com
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

MGC MONTHLY MEETING VIA ZOOM 

MARCH 7, 7:30 PM

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88406801153?pwd=RnNDNWsrNVltQWluV1ZHZU82eEJMQT09

Meeting ID: 884 0680 1153 
Passcode: 546334

Just a reminder:  When you are stepping away from your device, please remember to click mute.

March 2022

AFTER TWO YEARS OF PANDEMIC, many people are feeling tired. Tired of masks. Tired of the daily changes.  

Tired of not being able to do what we used to do. I understand. If someone had told me we would still be in the midst 

of dealing with COVID, or that I would get used to wearing a mask, I would have bet otherwise.

THERE ARE SOME SIMPLE COPING MECHANISMS. One of them is to do the *normal* things that you can do; 

that includes gardening, and connecting with the MGC. Our Plant Sale is coming up, sooner than we think, and it’s 

time for our annual “potting up” parties coordinated by Laura and David Nial and Joanne Beckerich. An hour or two 

spent doing this simple but necessary task may be just the ticket to kick your COVID and winter blahs. You should also 

be thinking of the warm days of our sale, and what one thing you might do this year to help make our Plant Sale  

a success, and sign up now. Spring really is just around the corner. I have seen the snowdrops!

FLOWER ARRANGING IS ANOTHER OPTION. Our monthly challenges, skillfully designed by Kathy Kohlman, can 

be found in our Yearbook. Give it a try...at the very least you will have a task that won’t take months or days, and you 

will have something beautiful that you have created. Bring it to our meeting and share it; Kathy gives a wonderful,  

instructive critique that will help you build your skills. If you don’t want to make an arrangement, 

bring a plant from home, or one that is gloriously shining from the greenhouse.

I AM LOOKING FORWARD to our meetings being in person again. Whatever we need to 

do, we will do it. I’ve said this before: gardeners are, by their nature, optimists. All that work, 

and you can’t be sure if you will get a tomato before blight or the squirrels do – those 

seed packets and plants don’t come with guarantees. There is a falsely attributed 

Chinese curse: May you live in interesting times. I say falsely attributed because 

there is no known equivalent Chinese expression. I don’t think anyone would argue 

that the last 24 months have been interesting. To this I say: Still seas never 

made a skilled sailor. I know MGC is ready to take on the next wave, 

storm...or enjoy a quiet sunrise.  

 

                  ~ Aleeda Crawley president@maplewoodgardenclub.org



POTTING-UP PARTIES ARE  
COMING FAST! 
BEGINNING SATURDAY, MARCH 5

The bareroot perennials for the May Plant Sale will be arriv-
ing the week of February 28 and the Potting-Up Parties will 
begin Saturday, March 5, in the Upper Greenhouse behind 
Town Hall. For our many new members, this ‘hands-in-
the-soil’ event is great fun with members getting to see the 
‘underworld’ of plants close up. The inevitable question of 
‘does this side go up?’ will be pondered by all of us.  

Since MGC’s March meeting is virtual, no physical clip-
board sign-up sheets can be passed around – so sad! 
You can sign up to help by sending me an email nial590@
verizon.net or phoning (973) 762-4136. I will get in touch 
with everyone to confirm their time slot and later as a 
reminder. Although I am hopeful that conditions will be 
much improved by March, the number of members potting 
up for each time slot will be limited to five and we will wear 
masks. Able bodies willing to help tote the pots up to the 
coldframes would be greatly appreciated!  

Please choose from these dates and times: 

Saturdays,  March 5, 12, 19 . . . . . . . . . 10 am - Noon & 
  ........................................2 pm - 4 pm

Weekdays,  March 7-11 & 
 March 15-17. . . . . . . . . . . . 10 am - 11:30 am

I look forward to hearing from you and seeing you in the 
sunshine of the Upper Greenhouse!

~  Laura Nial (973) 762-4136 nial590@verizon.net

 
 

MGC PLANT SALE - SAVE THE DATES

The 2022 Maplewood Garden Club’s 85th Annual Plant 
Sale will be returning to our traditional location at the 
Maplewood Community Pool parking lot May 5, 6, and 7 
this year, and the Plant Sale Committee has been hard  
at work preparing. With COVID-19 still a concern, MGC 
will take all necessary precautions during the sale. Our 
first priority is the health and safety of Club member vol-
unteers and our loyal gardening community. 

Since we have not been meeting in person every month, 
our sign-ups will once again be handled via the online 
application SignUpGenius. Invitations to sign-up will be 
emailed to members, and when you receive yours, just 
click on the link in the email which will lead you to the 
MGC sign-up schedule. All the tasks will be listed with 
dates and times. You select the ones that work best for 
you. There is no need to “sign-in” or “create an account”. 
We ask that if you wish to participate in any of the plant 
sale preparations - from setting up the site pre-sale to 
working during the sale - you respond to these emails 
as soon as possible. The sooner we know who we can 
rely on to join the fun, the easier the plant sale committee 
members will sleep in the coming months! If you would 
like help navigating the application, don’t hesitate to call 
me at (973) 886-4440 or email me at plantsale@maple-
woodgardenclub.org.

~  Kathy Kohlman, Plant Sale Chair

T HA NK  YOU!
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PHOTO GALLERY

Judy Cronin’s Cherry Nymph Double Amaryllis

Joelle Peterson’s Hogarth Curve Line Design

Vicki Borrone’s Creative Parallel Design

Kathy Kohlman’s Cybister Amaryllis



EXHIBITOR’S CORNER

Time to travel south to Zone 9, Lake Charles,  

Louisiana and visit the Bayou. Though Lake Charles, 

Louisiana might be best known for its mention in  

The Band’s song “Up on Cripple Creek”, being located 

in the bayou in “The Bayou State”, as Louisiana  

is known, makes it an ideal location to experience the 

southern swamplands.

A bayou is made up of pockets of water that are locat-

ed in low-lying depressions. They may be wetlands, 

marsh-like lakes, or even slow-moving rivers or streams. 

Louisiana’s bayous are home to some of the most 

unique ecosystems and societies on the planet. 

~  Kathy Kohlman

MARCH EXHIBITS
 
ARTISTIC DESIGN EXHIBITS
Please read “Artistic Division Rules” on page 11 in the  
current yearbook, as well as the 2017 revised edition of  
the Handbook for Flower Shows.

Theme: Zone 9, Lake Charles, Louisiana: The Bayou

Challenge: Cascade Design, see Handbook, page 73.

Intermediate: Creative Horizontal Line Design,  
see Handbook, page 74.

Novice: Traditional Mass Symmetrical Triangle Design,  
see Handbook, pages 70-71.

Open: Designer’s Choice (one entry per member)

HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITS 
Please read “Horticulture Division Rules” on page 11 in  
the current yearbook, as well as the 2017 revised edition  
of the Handbook for Flower Shows.

1.  Forced Forsythia (not to exceed 24" in length)

2.  Bromeliad 

3.  Iridaceae (Crocus)

4.  Open (maximum 2 entries per member)

BUY YOUR MGC APPAREL NOW!
Orders for MGC T-shirts, sweatshirts and hats are being 
taken this month. These are available for Garden Club 
members only.    

We encourage members to wear MGC logo T-shirts, 
sweatshirts and hats at the MGC Plant Sale and other 
Garden Club events and workdays.

MGC T-shirts $15 each  
 MGC T-shirts are 100% cotton.

 Ladies  T-shirt sizes are S, M, L, XL, XXL  
 Mens   T-shirt sizes are S, M, L, XL, XXL

MGC Hats $16 
 One size fits all and are adjustable 

MGC Sweatshirts $35 each 
  MGC sweatshirts are 100% cotton with a center 

zipper, hood and kangaroo pockets. 

 Regular sizes are S, M, L, XL  

  Please note: A minimum order of 12 sweatshirts 
is required to purchase from the vendor. Before  
I can order more I will need at least 12 more 
sweatshirts ordered.

For more information or to place your orders, please  
contact Judy Cronin by phone (973) 763-5070 or by email 
judymcronin@gmail.com.  

~ Judy Cronin (973) 763-5070 judymcronin@gmail.com



PLANT SALE CASHIERS AND  
TALLY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
As you might have heard, the 85th MGC Plant Sale is 
happening on May 5, 6, and 7 and this is your opportunity 
to help out! We have changed things around to keep our 
volunteers and customers safe.  

If you are comfortable with adding orders and/or receiving 
customer payments, please call Judy Cronin to volunteer. 
We will have all the tools and training that you will need 
to do the job. It is lots of fun and you will get to work with 
other wonderful people from the Club.

Call Judy Cronin at (973) 763-5070 or email judymcronin@
gmail.com for more information or to sign up. Thank you 
for your help and I cannot wait to hear from you.

~  Judy Cronin (973) 763-5070 judymcronin@gmail.com

MEMBERS KEEPING IN TOUCH
n  We send our warm wishes to Liz Demkin for a speedy 

recovery. Liz fell on the ice and broke her wrist. Hope 
that the wrist is healing quickly and all will be back to 
normal soon.

~ Evie Bharucha

Behind the scenes, many projects and activities are under- 
way; the club is always looking for people to volunteer. 
Small group activities are possible with masks and social 
distancing. Please consider pitching in if you are able. 
Some tasks don’t require you to leave your home!  
You might be wondering how we get so much done, 
and the answer is always: YOU!!! Do YOU have basic 
computer skills? Do YOU have good writing skills? Do  
YOU like researching garden stuff online? Are YOU creative 
and crafty? Do YOU have a few hours to give to MGC 
during our program year? If you have ANY ONE of these 
skills, WE could use your help!   
Please contact president@maplewoodgardenclub.org.

NOT JUST COLEUS
We’re growing lots of great things in the Quonset for the 
plant sale. Succulents are happy and thriving, many send-
ing up flowers and new babies. Ferns, some of whom were 
rescued from roadside leaf piles last fall were split, repotted 
and are really taking off. Dipladenia, which Karen Donovan 
and I dug up from the planters in Millburn (hey, we got per-
mission!) were given severe haircuts and are springing back 
with a vengeance; we hope they will be in riotous bloom in 
May. We are looking forward to more Plant Sale activities 
but in the meantime, it’s rewarding to see these plants - 
some of whom have a second chance to impress - flourish.

~ Liz Demkin



2022 MGC MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
Dear Members,

It is that time of the year again when we renew our memberships with the Maplewood Garden Club. It is important that we 
get all our renewals completed by April 30th when our membership roster is due to the greater New Jersey Garden Club who 
provides us our insurance policy to which the member roster is critical. So please get your renewals in on time so we can 
include you on our roster with NJGC. Any new members who joined after December 1, 2021 are considered already paid for 
2022 and do not need to pay again.

Thank you, 
Christina Ainge 
MGC Membership Chair 

INDIVIDUAL: $20.00             FAMILY: $30.00
Please make check payable to Maplewood Garden Club, and mail along with this form by April 15th to:

Maplewood Garden Club, c/o Christina Ainge, P.O. Box 188, Maplewood, NJ 07040

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________   
(please print)

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________  
(please print)

Phone #: _____________________________  Amount enclosed: ____________________  
(please print)

Note: Email is our preferred method of communication and for those members who give  
consent email addresses will be printed in the yearbook. Please print clearly. 

Email:  ______________________________________________________________________  
(All email addresses are used for Garden Club business only)

Please check boxes:

o  I give MGC permission to also include my email address in the Club’s yearbook.

o  I want to “Go Green”, please email me my Maplewood Garden Club Newsletters.

All email addresses are for the use of the Garden Club business and correspondence only.

INTERESTS

o  Annual Plant Sale

o  Durand-Hedden Herb Garden

o  Monthly Meeting Exhibits

o  Plant Propagation

o  Wreath Making

o  Horticultural Therapy

o  Community Projects

o  Workshops

o  Nursery Garden

o  Rail Road Station Decorating

o  Youth Garden

o  Green Day

If your circumstances have changed and you wish to resign your membership, please let us know by  
sending a note in the enclosed envelope, so that follow-up calls to you won’t be necessary.



Maplewood Garden Club
PO Box 121
Maplewood, NJ 07040

maplewoodgardenclub.org                        Maplewood Garden Club


