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EARLY STREET COMMUNITY GARDEN 
A Model of Sustainable Landscape Design 

Insert perspective 



+ 
About Grow it Green Morristown 

Our mission:  
To create sustainable farms and gardens that provide equal 
access to fresh, local food and to educate communities 
through programs focused on healthy eating and 
environmental stewardship.

History:
Started in 2009 with opening of the ESCG.  Opened the Urban 
Farm in 2010, now the largest school garden in the state.  
Hired Exec. Dir. In 2015.  Now 4 Full time staff, many part time, 
varies over the seasons.



+ Early Street Community Garden; Overall Plan 
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+ 

Sustainable landscapes are responsive to the environment, re-
generative, and can actively contribute to the development of 
healthy communities. Sustainable landscapes, clean the air and 
water, increase energy efficiency, restore habitats, and create 
value through significant economic, social and, environmental 
benefits. 

What is 
Sustainable 
Landscape 

Design? 



+ SITES; Sustainable Sites Initiative 
The Sustainable Sites Initiative (SITES®) is a program based on the 

understanding that land is a crucial component of the built environment 
and can be planned, designed, developed, and maintained to protect and 

enhance the benefits we derive from healthy functioning landscapes. 
Sustainable landscapes create ecologically resilient communities better 

able to withstand and recover from episodic floods, droughts, wildfires, and 
other catastrophic events. They benefit the environment, property owners, 

and local and regional communities and economies.   

SITES is the equivalent of the LEED rating system, for everything outside 
the building.  The scorecard has 10 categories: Site Context, Pre-Design 

Assessment and Planning, Site Design - Water, Site Design - Soil & 
Vegetation, Site Design - Materials Selection, Site Design -Human Health 

& Well-being, Construction, Operations & Maintenance, Educations & 
Performance Monitoring, Innovation or Exemplary Performance. 
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+  

Parklet 

Because part of the property was purchase with taxpayer monies, we were 
required to have all but the community garden bed areas open to the public.   
Through a series of community meetings, we came up with the idea to place the 
garden beds in the center and have access all around the site for the rest of the 
community. 
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+  Created to provide access to this property for the entire 
community.  It includes moveable seating, a bike repair station, 
and viewing area for apiary.  The plaza is scored concrete with an 
ADA compliant stone dust path with boulder seating, providing 
numerous varied areas for gatherings.  All the plantings are NJ 
natives.     
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Parklet 



+  

GreenStreets 

A narrow vegetated strip along the road, to manage storm water runoff at its source, before it enters the 
storm system. A Green Street is a sustainable storm water strategy that protects resources by using a 
natural systems approach to manage storm water, reduce flows, improve water quality and enhance 
watershed health. 
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+ GreenStreets 
Green street facilities increase urban green space, improve air quality, 
replenish groundwater, and reduce air temperature.  They do this by 

capturing stormwater runoff along the street curb, and help it infiltrate 
into the groundwater, where heavy metals and pollutants are filtered out 
cleansed.  Once it is at capacity, the water will continue out the other side 

and go into the existing stormwater drain, cleaner then it went in.  Our site 
is perfectly suited for this as the storm drain existing in the street is in the 

perfect location! 



+ 
Sculpture: 
! Totem Gateway.  Morris Arts received a grant from the 

National Endowment for the Arts, to have a local sculpture 
design and install a sculpture in our Parklet.  Our request was 
that it bring the community together.  



+  

Apiary 
Honeybees are important pollinators of 
may flowering plants. 2/3 of crop 
production require pollination for 
production, and other crops boast 
higher quality after insect pollination. 
Besides the Honeybees that we keep at 
the ESCG, the native plants in and 
outside of our apiary will also help 
support the 400 native pollinating 
insect species in NJ.  



+  

Community Garden 

The number of beds doubled from 48 to 94.  It includes a sheds that 
will both capture rainwater into rain barrels, a future small green 
house where we hope to start seedlings to sell, and a path through 
the middle.  This will be fenced off from the public areas, with only 
gardeners allowed in. 
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+  
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Community Garden 



+  What is a Rain Garden? 
An area designed to collect, filter and infiltrate storm water runoff.  By treating 
storm water as a resource, we can keep polluted water out of our streams, and keep 
our water sources clean.  Rain Gardens are meant to hold water for less than 72 
hours after a rain event. 



+  Rain Gardens 
As you can see in this drawing, a Rain Garden is as 
simple as a depression in the ground. It collects water 
and allows it to infiltrate before it gets into the storm 
water system.  Native meadow plants have deep root 
systems, which in this case act as conduits to get the 
water into the ground. 



+  

Other Amenities 
Our pavilion has solar panels on top to power an underground cistern for 
watering, and provide electricity for movies and events.  We are finalizing a 
composting toilet, composting areas and an ADA compliant path all around.  



+  

Plant Selections 
All the plant species that we will use on this project are 
East Coast natives.  This can help reverse the trend of 
species loss, provide food and habitat for native wildlife, 
and decrease water use.  In short, they will become self-
sustaining plant communities that do not require much 
maintenance. 

Planting natives is a good idea.  Restricting yourself to all 
natives in not necessary.  As a demonstration project, I 
chose to use all NJ natives here.  We took a barren, bird-
less lot and turn it into a place alive with birds and 
beneficial insects.  While we need not be strict about using 
only natives, we must be careful not to plant what we call 
‘exotic invasives.  These include Japanese Barberry and 
Burning Bush, two plants nurseries push on people 
because of their deer resistance. 



+  

SITES Scorecard 



+

Creating Sustainable Landscapes or Improving Quality 
of Life by Protecting Natural Resources 

Why?    

"  Research shows that more trees, flowers and other greenery in a 
neighborhood promote community and individual benefits:  Lower crime 
rates, stronger social ties, positive effects on health and higher test 
scores in children. 

"  The environmental benefits that come from using native vegetation, 
treating storm water as a resource, and minimizing hard surfaces 
include reduced flooding and erosion, air pollution filtration, air cooling 
and protection of biodiversity. 

"  Sustainable development, or in this case landscapes, meets the needs 
of, and improves the quality of life for the present without compromising 
the ability of future generations to meet their needs.    



+

Goals: 

" • This is a pilot project and as such is critical.  While the west coast is a 
leader in sustainable design, many cities on the east coast are catching 
up.  Morristown can be one of them, and being able to demonstrate these 
strategies without spending tax payer monies helps start the ball rolling. 

" • This project will become a Demonstration Site for future town 
development as well as for the residents.  It will be a Model for 
Sustainable Landscape Design. 

" • It is a testing ground.  Some of these ideas have  worked in other 
places, but are new to Morristown.   

" • It is important that it functions aesthetically as well.  A sustainable 
landscape does not mean to replicate nature, but the natural process. 

" • Educational and interpretive signage will be incorporated to explain 
some of the processes.   



+ What makes it Green? 

"  Causes no harm to future generations 

"  Uses only native, or non-invasive environmentally appropriate plant species 

"  Encourages partnerships with other entities to foster community support 

"  Has a strong sense of place and identity 

"  Does not waste limited resources 

"  Enhances the environment, does not degrade it 

"  Educates the public about the value of natural resource stewardship 

"  Enhances wildlife habitat 

"  Creates low impact on the environment 

"  Involves the public in many ways (as partners, volunteers, participants, 
stakeholders, sculptures, etc.) 

" • Respects nature and people. 
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+ How does this translate to your home? 


